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PIANC maritime activities: a move towards

By Mr Geoffroy Caude,
President of PIANC, June 2012

Established in 1885, initially under
the name of Permanent International
Association for Navigation Congresses
(PIANC) at a time where the Panama canal
had started its long lasting realization
process, PIANC has still the aim to organize
every four years navigation congresses
al an international level, and appears as
such the longest-standing organization
in its field, but it continues to be the
leading partner for governments and
private sector in the design, development
and maintenance of ports, waterways and
coaslal infrastructure.

PIANC gathers more than 2500 members
from about 40 countries and works in
an opened and [lexible way as a forum
where professionals from around the
world join forces to provide expert advice
on cosl-elfective, reliable and sustainable
infrastructure to facilitate the growth of
waterborne transport.

One of the basic tasks of our organization
is to produce worldwide recognized
guidance or recommendations based on
case studies and exchange of experience
in order to enhance a sustainable way of
designing and maintaining waterborne
infrastructure. In the maritime field, this
is undertaken under the umbrella of two
major lechnical commissions: the Maritime
Commission (MarCom) on one hand and
the Environmental (EnviCom) one on
the other, whereas some complementary
work is accomplished by the Recreational
Commission (RecCom) and by the
Commission for emerging Countries
(CoCom).

PIANC as a whole is favoring long term
waterborne infrastructures (such as 100
years service life at least for the new
locks of the Panama canal expansion),
which means duration of materials
and components, serviceability of the
structure, resilience to major hazards and a
combination of long term global issues and
a need for local solutions.

MarCom has brought recently several
contributions:

- to sustainability through several paths:
in a sense of a better assessment of each
generation’s burden to share costs of a long
term infrastructure, through the concept
of life cycle: “Life cycle management
of port structures : recommended
practice for implementation”; or just
simply with a specific work about the
interaction between vessels propellers
and quay structures :” Guidelines for Port
Construction regarding bow-thrusters”;
and even with a better “use of hydro-
meteorological information to optimize
safe access to ports”; or, more recently with
“recommendations for increased durability
and service life of marine concrete
infrastructure”

- to major natural or industrial hazards
: seismic design in ports (after the Kobe
carthquake) and “recommendations with
regard Lo lsunami mitigalion in porls”,
parallel to a similar publication from IAPH
; “Safety Aspects of Berthing Operations of
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sustainability and expansion in Asia

Oil and Gas Tankers”;"recommendations
for the design of marine oil terminals”

- o renewable energies and “interaction
between offshore wind mills and maritime
navigation”

- to an innovative design of terminals |
both “design of small and medium port
conlainer lerminals” and “ design of

terminals for cruise ships”)

EnviCom on the other hand has produced
key contributions:

- through the concept of “working
with nature” which means a new way
of introducing environment not as a
constraint but as an inner part of an
engineering project and which has been an
opportunity to implement a data base to
share the best practices

- through a permanent task group on
climate change adaptation and mitigation

- about sediment treatment considered
from different viewpoints

RecCom has produced recently reports
aboul dredging in marinas and protecting

water quality in marinas and CoCom has
produced a guide for port construction in
small islands.

As we need to expand our membership
in countries with a strong capacity of
development where new waterborne
infrastructures are likely to be built, we are
trying to find a new path in a joint attempt
from both geographical Vice-presidents
of PIANC, members of our Commission
dedicated to countries in transition and
with the national sections towards new
geographical targets.

Our Japanese section which has already
been very actlive in the past towards
Asian members such as Peoples Republic
of China, Korea or India will strive in
the direction of new countries such as
Philippines, Vietnam or Indonesia as new
potential countries of PIANC and also
helping our Chinese colleagues to build
a Chinese section within PIANC. There
was also a special commitment from
PIANC Japan together with the American

section, the Dutch section and the Mekong
River commission in order to strengthen
navigation within the World Water Forum
since the 3rd Forum in Kyoto 2003.

The Japanese section of PIANC has always
been very active in the field of natural
or Lechnological hazards as well as the
maritime and coastal engineering. This
section will also play an important role
under the lead of its new president, Dr.
Yutaka Sunohara, who acts also as one of
the four international vice presidents of
PIANC, in order to achieve those objectives
or largels. Several presentations were
prepared for PIANC events especially to
show how fast Japan recovered from the
Great North East earthquake and tsunami
which occurred in March 2011, one year
ago. We do think that such initiatives will
help PIANC to develop quickly in Asia.

one of the recent MarCom publication in 2010

PIANC
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‘Setting the Course’

Report n® 112 - 2010

MITIGATION OF TSUNAMI
DISASTERS IN PORTS

[BBICH T3 REHEERER] (2010F : MarCom)
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It is a pleasure to be inviting to write a
short report for the period which | spent
in Japan to study the Strategic Port
Management in the period from October
20, to November 19, 2011.1 was
selected from Suez Canal Authority and
another colleague, Capt. Tarek Shahin
from the Ministry of Transport - Maritime
Transport Sector to represent Egypt in this
course.

In this short report | will give my
impressions have grown rapidly on
Japan, Japanese, JICA and the chorus
and OCDI.

Japan: A beautiful country clean and very
organized in traffic and transportation
and daily life, But it is expensive
compared to other countries | visited for
work and training in Europe and the USA

Japanese : Japanese people is
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By : Refaat Arnout
“ Senior Maritime Analyst
Suez Canal Authority
Egypt

the Japanese. For the JICA staff in Egypt
and in Yokohama all the appreciation,
respect and thanks for the hard work
to do their work inspire the spirit of
friendship between the Japanese people
and their friends around the world.

OCDI is an institution, comprising experts
in various disciplines related to the field
of development, particularly in the fields
of transport and is doing a variety of
studies and provide advice, training and
transfer of technology and knowledge
to develop the performance of the
sectors responsible for the transport
system around the world, and associated
its development of the infrastructure
required in the different means of
transport, ports, and the management .

OCDI was hosting us at the headquarters
of the Institute during the course , and a
number of experts from the Institute and
other experts from outside the Institute

characterized by hard work and spirit of challenge. The proof
of this is exposed to a number of times in the destruction of
World War Il or in multiple times by natural disasters such
as tsunamis or devastating earthquakes and in all times and
in record time re-building better than it was, it will challenge
and prove the ability and excellence.

Japanese people is characterized by a spirit of friendship and
cooperation with others, and they are very polite people. Life
with the Japanese psychologically comfortable, each person
knows and performed its obligations.

JICA : JICA is a Japanese organization that provides training
and transfer of expertise and knowledge of the peoples of the
friendly people of Japan as part of a government regulator.
Since it's the Japanese and Japanese works out what we
presented applies the qualities characteristic of Japan and

AAER

used them to transfer their expertise to the trainees, and the
fact it was the lectures and the discussion extremely useful for
all, but for optimization in the next time | have proposed to
be a way of working next to the lectures are divided trainees
working groups each of which the debate about the case
studies raise the technical and administrative skills to resolve
problems they may encounter in their working lives.

The conclusion is that | have enjoyed very reside in Japan
for 40 days between new friends from 17 different countries
around the world a smaller Cape Verde to Brazil which is the
largest. Those were enjoyable and useful days | hope to God
that opportunity be repeated again in the future .

Thanks for Japan , JICA , OCDI and Japanese .
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