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Hello all and warmest greetings from Papua
New Guinea. | am Craig Jonathan and it
is indeed a pleasure to share and express
the memories of my learning experience
in Japan obtained through the 2013 JICA
INTERNATIONAL SUSTAINABLE PORT
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT TRAINING
PROGRAMME (for port engineers) from the
05th of June to the 12th of August. | work
as a graduate port engineer in my country
under PNG PORTS CORPORATION LTD
which is the port the governing body. At
my port, the engineering division of the
port management structure is primarily
focused on maintenance, construction, and
project contract administration to the port
infrastructure and facilities. As a graduate
engineer, my roles are focused with
internship training and include work scoping,
project tender documentation, maintenance
and construction work supervision,
assessment and review of tender drawings
and design, and carrying out inspections, necessary routine and
periodic tests and checks to port infrastructure facilities.

As it is, | would like to sum up as best as | can my learning
experience in Japan throughthe 2013 JICA INTERNATIONAL
SUSTAINABLE PORT PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT TRAINING
PROGRAMME (for port engineers).

Japan is a country set to impress and inspire. The history,
culture and people, natural environment, the municipalities, the
infrastructures, transportation systems, industries, institutions,
organizations, government system are allbundled together
into one complete highly efficient package. A society and
environment where almost everything seem to fall into place; a
society with a dynamic drive and highly advanced approach to
finding answers - solutions to every situation and circumstances;
a society and environment founded on respect, discipline and
order. My learning experience in Japan through the 2013
JICA INTERNATIONAL SUSTAINABLE PORT PLANNING AND
DEVELOPMENT TRAINING PROGRAMME portrayed the above

traits in all the courses, programs, the
events experienced and the exposure
gained. Thus the training equally inspired,
as well as taught in-depth and advanced
knowledge on sustainable port planning
and development. As a young engineer,
it imparted to me a tremendous sense of
responsibility to do my best and develop my
country in all other aspects as well.
For compiling together this stunning, very
knowledgeable and inspirational training
program, | want to sincerely thank and
express my gratitude to the Japanese
Government, JICA, OCDI, MLIT, NILM,
and PARI, the industries of Oita — Mitsui
Engineering and Ship Building Co. Lid,
Nippon Steel and Sumitomo Metal
Corporation, Shibata (Fender maker), and
the ports of Hakata, Shimizu, Mikawa,
Nagoya, Osaka, Oita, Ube, Hiroshima,
Tomo, Yokohama, Mizushima and
Onahama. A special mention of thanks and
appreciation befall our training coordinators and their assistants
who had done an outstanding job and deserve due credit and
commendation. To my fellow JICA Participants in the 2013
JICA INTERNATIONAL SUSTAINABLE PORT PLANNING AND
DEVELOPMENT TRAINING PROGRAMME, thank you for your
crazy but worthwhile contribution to this amazing experience.
Thus | have so many memories and experiences of the2013
JICA INTERNATIONAL SUSTAINABLE PORT PLANNING AND
DEVELOPMENT TRAINING PROGRAMME to make mention. But
beating all, the fireworks at Iwaki City still explode ever clearly
in my head today, along with the warmth and friendship of the
Shinmei Elementary School students and staff; my best memories
in Japan ever.
Nihon wa subarashi kuni desu.
Iroi roi o sewa ni narimashta.
Craig-san.
KAMPAI!!
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