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Our Kknowledge. Our Responsibility.

By Geraldine knatz, Ph.D.
President, International
Association of Ports and Harbors
IAPH]

xeculive Director,

Port of Los Angeles

October 30, 2012 was a beautiful day in
Southern California — warm, calm and
crystal-clear. This made what was taking
place on the other side of the country all
the more remarkable: Hurricane Sandy
was unleashing its power on our northeast

coaslal region with epic fury.

IU’s only after catastrophic weather events
like this that most Americans consider, or
debate with each other, the reality of global
climate change. And this is probably the
way it is for many people around the world.
However, members of the International
Association of Ports and Harbors (IAPH)
have moved well beyond the question of “if”
our planet is warming. IAPH members
are already asking the question, “What is

our role, as ports, in helping to reduce or
reverse the undeniable effects of changing
weather patterns?”

Philosophically, strategically and
operationally, INPH members are working
together to achieve our stated mission:
“Promoting the interest of ports worldwide
through strong member relationships,
collaboration and information-sharing
that help resolve common issues, advance
suslainable practices and continually
improve how ports serve the maritime
industries.”

Since its inception in 1955, IAPH has been
dedicated to advancing progress in the
port industry. Today, IAPH is comprised of
200 ports and 150 maritime companies in
90 countries. The member ports together
handle over 60 percent of the world’s sea-
borne trade cargo and nearly 80 percent of
global container traffic.

IAPH holds full membership meetings
every two years al its World Ports
Conference, and they are the largest global

pamr Fhic B DI, Fh-BDEE,

gatherings of port officials. Between the
biannual World Ports Conferences, a Mid-
Term Conference and Board Meeling is
held so that the organization’s technical
commillees can slay on lrack and continue
working together Lo advance common
goals and develop thoughtful solutions.
Each year, regional meetings are also
held throughout the world to foster
collaboration and continue to advance
commillee and organizational initiatives.

Far more than an industry networking
association, IAPH is an active voice for
ports worldwide and an organization
supported by a diverse array of maritime
professionals dedicated to setting
important goals and — more importantly -
getting things done.

IAPH technical committees are specifically
tasked to advance collaborative programs
and recommend policies and practices to
the entire membership body. Currently,
there are three technical committee groups
under which eight technical committees
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operate. Together these commillees
focus on objectives and achievements in
key areas, including port planning, legal
and financial aspects of port operations,
professional development, saflety,
business development and environmental
advancements.

IAPH’s accomplishments in recent years
have been many, including the World Ports
Climate Initiative (WPCI), a notable, multi-
faceted environmental program that is now
benefitting ports and countries the world

over.

IAPH officially started its fight to reduce
port and maritime impacts contributing
to global climate change by launching the
WPCI in November 2008. Today, more
than 50 ports -- both IAPH members and
non-IAPH members --actively take part
in this WPCI dialogue covering strategies
to reduce greenhouse gases. Since its
official launch, four key projects have been
finalized, producing tangible products that
include the IAPH Tool Box for Port Clean

Air Programs, a Carbon Footprinting
Guidance document, Onshore Power
Supply (OPS), and the Environmental Ship
Index (ESI). The WPCl is a perfect example
of the kind of action-oriented initiatives

that IAPH pursues and accomplishes.

Looking beyond operational and
environmental issues, IAPH recently added
a new Llechnical committee on Port Finance
and Economics, aimed at addressing
such ambitious topics as port accounting
principles, budgeting, economic feasibility
studies and tariffs. In addition, IAPH
launched a Women’s Forum this year which
will focus on ways IAPII and its members
can contribute to the advancement and
empowerment of women working within
the maritime industry. At the 2013 World
Ports Conference in Los Angeles, IAPH
will also feature a cruise-industry focused

forum — another first for the organization.

These new initiatives demonstrate the
commitment of IAPH and its members
to work collaboratively to address issues

and to develop real solutions for the most
pressing concerns facing our industry
today and tomorrow.

Ports depend on one another in so
many ways and IAPII is one of the best
opportunilies we have to share our
experlise, learn from each other and
achieve our collective goals. This is why
I encourage OCDI members to learn
more about IAPH and to join us in
our pursuil of advancing the maritime
industry financially, operationally and
environmentally.

As an industry that depends on the sea,
we have a responsibility to understand
whal may be changing our oceans and
what we can do to minimize those changes
as we also work to advance the port and
maritime industries.
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It is a great opportunity to be given
a chance to write about two months
| had spent in Japan on sustainable
port development and planning
course starting on 4/6/2012 up to
4/8/2012.

| was the only south Sudanese
selected by JICA to go and attend
that course which | mentioned
above.

Two months went quickly for | WL e,
did not feel homesick, Japanese
people impressed me by their polite
behavior and discipline, they real
value human being. | have never
seen a nation preserving nature
and respecting dignity of others,
they are the most organized and hard working
people | have ever seen.

During the course Japanese lecturers had always
concentrated on natural disasters especially tsunamis.
They always showed us videos of the catastrophe
and telling us stories about how sad it was when sea
water level raised to ten or fifteen meter high and
swept towns killing thousands of people. | also felt
sad about it.
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By:Emmanuel
Eli Dangawi Alex

Deputy port manager
Juba River Port

Yokohama international centre was
the place where | stayed, its staff
treated us not just trainees but like
brothers and sisters .

The lecturers at OCDI, NiLIM and
PARI exerted much effort to make
that course successful in fact they
have given us a lot of knowledge
about port management and
technical aspects, that course made
me to realize that we are missing
a lot especially in terms of port
engineering.

| thank my Japanese training officer
and two coordinators | impressed
by their abilities of helping the
lecturers, they are well talented.

| thank JICA for organizing this fruitful course in which

} wouy

o9uiIbJi

| gained a lot of experiences on port development
and planning .

In conclusion | really enjoyed my two months stay in
Japan. | established good relationship with Japanese
and friends who came to attend same course.

Thanks to JICA, OCDI,NILIM and PARI
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